1702-12] BOUVART TO PONTCHARTRAIN 43

Letter by Reverend Father Martin Bouvart to
Monseigneur the Count de Pontchartrain.

ONSEIGNEUR,
M On account of His Majesty’s refusal to ratify

a Concession which Monsieur the Governor
and Monsieur the Intendant of this country jointly
granted to the Jesuit Fathers of New France,
of the Seigniory of Sillery and some perches of land
at three Rivers, by a deed passed on the 23rd
of october, 1699, Your Grace is humbly Begged to
consider that it is not, properly speaking, a new
concession that is given them, but merely a confirma-
tion of possession that is granted to them. For fifty
years, Monseigneur, they have held those lands as
Tutors and Administrators of the property of the
Savages; this quality was conferred upon them by
His Majesty, by a deed dated in the month of July,
1651. They have built there a Church and a stone
fort, with a tower on the height commanding the
fort; they have erected several dwellings and built a
mill, the whole of good masonry; and have cleared
a very considerable extent of land,—all this at their
own expense, and solely for the benefit of the
Savages. Now, Monseigneur, as all these lands Are
exhausted, and Are no longer capable of producing
indian corn, the Savages have abandoned them for
some years; and the Jesuit Fathers have bought
for them other lands,— Either on the river of the
Chaudiere Falls, In the Seigniory of Lauzon; or at



